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TO LAY DOWN THE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING 

ORGANIC FARMING IN CAMEROON 
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the President of the Republic hereby 
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CHAPTERI 

GENERAL PROViSIONS 

1 - PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

SECTION 1: (1) This law governs organic farming in Cameroon. As such, ît 
�, 4 

J..' • • J -t outnnes Lne pnnc,p:es anu ruies üovernina ..... .... orgarnc farming and related 
t; ·t; ac.1v1 ,es. 

(2) lt seeks to: 
- promote the findings of research on organic farming; 
- professionalize and protect operators in the organic farming industry; 
- ensure the quality of organic farming ·products; 
- protect consumers from counterfeit; 
- lay down conditions for the production, transportation, preparation, 

labelling, storage, inspection, certification and marketing of organic 
farming products; 

- lay down the conditions for using the label "organic product" on the 

- specify the monitoring and certification system for organic products; 
- provide conditions for promoting and deveioping organic farming. 

�Ç�T!/"\r.! "'\. f-1 \ Th ..... r--rr,\fi.c-,,__,..,,.. ,__f ,i,h;c- ,� .. , c-h,::,,11 �nnh, tr, r,r��nir:::lih, nr0rli 1rorl 
"1tJL..V I l'Vt',ti ,� \ 1 J I i it:, f-JI vv,.,:::,1vi hJ v, i.i 1,v t'"-'4'-#V v1 it;,_;jii î.,..'i,-,j'--iiJ .._"-' ...., • .::,---• ••--•") r-' -_.-._.._..._ .. ,H 

natural or processed products derived from plants, animais, aquacu!ture, 
beekeeping and non-timber forest resources. 

These include: 
- unprocessed plants and plant products, livestock and iivestock products; 
- processed plant and livestock products for human consumption; 
- products obtained from harvesting or gathering of plants or parts of wild 

plants that grow naturally, in forests and agricultural areas. 

(2) The following are excluded from the scope of this law: 
- products derived from fishing, wildiife hunting and forest fishery resources; 
- genetically modified organisms. 

SECTION 3: Organic farming shall be carried out under the supervision of the 
State, which shall lay down the technical standards in the sector. 
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U - DEFINITIONS 

SECTION 4: vVithin the meaning of this law and its subsequent implementing 
instruments, the following definitions sha!I apply: 
"Accreditation": procedure whereby an authorized body certifies an 
organization's technical competence and impartiality for specific tasks. 
"Anima! feed additives": Products used in animal nutrition for their effects 

on the feed ltself, on the animais, on the food products derived from animais 
consuming the additive, or on the environment. 
"Swo=-lrj offiria,"'· A.,.,1 ··'·' ;,,..,-J;,,;,-J, ,,.,, u,ho h--,s h'"'e'"' s•Hnrn 1·n rlo�inna+.�rl h\/ +ho 11 .., • •, 1y II IUIVIUUOI, 1/VI 1 110 lJC li VVVI 11 .. , '-''-''-''::1" ''-''-' VJ •• ,...., 

competent authority to inspect or monitor organic products. 
"Organic agriculture or farming": an agricultural production system for 
piants, animais, aquaculture and forestry resources, compiiant with ail the 
regulations under this law, whose uniqueness lies in the implementation of 
practices that preserve natural balance, by greatly reducing the use of synthetic 
chemical inputs, avoiding the use of genetically modified organisms, and 
promoting sustainable farrning methods that preserve biodiversity and uphold 
the principles of equity. 
"Competent Authority": Ministry responsible for regulating and monitoring 
activities relating to organic agriculture, or any other authority entrusted with 
this responsibility. 
"Technoiogical aids": any substance, not consumed as food, used in the 
processing of raw materia!s, foodstuff, or their components to achieve a 
specific technological purpose during treatment or processing, and which may 
!ead to the unintentiona! yet technicaiiy unavoidable presence of residues or 
derivatives of the substance in the final product, provided such residues pose 
no health risks and have no techno!ogica! impact on the finished product. 
"Terms of reference": set of requirements approved by the competent 
authority outlining the ruies for the production, transportation, preparation, 
storage, processing, label!ing and marketing of organic products. 
"Certification": issuance of a certificate of compliance fol!owing inspection of 
products derived from organic farming. 
,.,� ,i • ,o ■ '" 11 • j f' 1 f 1 

° 0 

� 

J. .. �of ft:ammauon ·: Ine existence or narm.u1 orgarnsms :n gooL.S, Storage 
facility, transport means, container, or other regulated items, even without the 
O,,..cu'"'"e..,,...,.... of a"' ;.,..-i:,...s+ .... +·1....,..., \., Il 11\.,C, Il llllC, LCILUII. 

"Control": monitoring and checking the implementation of organic farming 
regulations and standards. 
"Conversion": the shift from conventional to organic farming during a given 
period, where the provisions of this law and the requirements of the terms of 
reference shall apply. 
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" "LabeHing":  any words, i nformation ,  trademarks, brand names, images or 
symbols, associated with a product, that appear on packaging, documents , 
notices, labels, rings or neck tags accompanying organicai !y produced goods. 
"Farm":  any un it that produces or  prepares organ ic products. 
"Components" : any substance used to manufacture or prepare the products, 
and \Vhich are sti i !  present in the fin ished product, but in a rnodified form. 
"I nputs" : living organism or organic element introduced to farmland or 

"Animal health product": any substance known for its preventive o r  curative 
properties \Vith respect to animal diseases, including any product admin istered 
to animais to restore, modify or corïect thei r  organic function, diagnose 
diseases or modify their  physiology. 
f

1Operator" : any natural or legal peïSon that produces, gathers , prepares, 
transports, stocks, or sells products referred to in Section 2 above. 
"Certifying agency" : body apart from producers, importers and sel lers in 
charge of certifying that plant, animal and forest products or  those gathered 
from a natural environment, comply with conditions for production ,  gathering,  
picking, p reparing and tagg ing laid down by organic farmi ng standards and 
specifications. 
"Compiiance assessment body" : body respons1bie for assessing operators' 
compliance with condit ions for production, gathering, picking, preparing, and 
taggin g  laid down by organic farming specifications, based on a contrai plan. 
This could be, as per each case, a certify ing agency or a Participatory 
Guarantee System.  
· "  . .- -� • . _ � •  • � �• • __ - ·  • 1 1"' • .at "' \.  .,.J LI  • L � L JJ  1 ,4. · ·l,,jenetica iiy moamea Or'gan,sn1s {\.:JwvsvJ âi1ü "i:11aïï uy-prout.Ca.5 : any pian .. 
o r  animal organism or micro-organism apart from humans, whose genetic 
materia!  has been modified i n  a way other than multiplication and/or natural 
recombination .  
�' P reparation": conservation or transformation  operations of organic products 
o r those under conversion ,  i ncluding the condition ing  or modifications relating 
to the presentation of the organic farmi ng process added to the nomenclature 
of natural, conditioned or transformed products. 
"Conventional production" : non-o rganic farming. 
"Hydroponic production": method of growing plants which do not naturally 
gro'N in  water by placing their roots i n  nutrient-rich solutions solely or  i n  an inert 
medium to which is added n utrients. 
"Organic products": produce of certified organic farming .  
"Non-timber forest products": plant forest products other than timber from 
forests, farm woodlands or  non-forest trees. 

P R E S I D E N C E  D E  LA 
P R E S 1 D E NCY 
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"Residues 1 1
: toxîc chemicai  substances or m ixiure of chemica! substances that 

may remain on food meant for human or an imal  consumption due to 
phytosan itary treatment during cu !tivation or after harvesting . 
"Participatory Guarantee System":  qual ity assurance system based on  the 
active participation  of loca l ly-based producers, preparers and consumers 
vvhich guarantees, that agricu !tura ! ,  an imal ,  fishery and forest products or those 
gathered from their natural m i ! ieu comply with prûduction, gathering ,  picking ,  

i.· ,.J t · 
,.J •· • ,;· ,-

.
1 b 

· " · ·.r· r preparauon ,  anu ,aggmg conu1t1ons i1xev. . y orgarnc 1 a rm1ng spec1 1 1ca . 1ons.  
,. ,. ""'!!""  • • • • •  _ • •  t • t • , � • ! 1 • - j. )  • '" r i I f l. f • , .. ï raceaowty" : aomry to iüem1ty Lne ongin m a proauct ana rracK n::s course 
from production to consumption .  
"Production unif' : set o f  means put together for product ion i n  a reas such as  
parceis , pastures, in-land or  maritime water bodies, fish  hatcheries, 
aquaculture ponds, hatcheries, l ivestock bui ld ing ,  preparing faci i it ies , faci ! i t ies 
for the cond ition ing and  stock ing of p lants, p lants or an ima l  products, 
i ng redients or any other  usefu l i nput to the production concerned. 

CHAPTER I l  

COMMON PROVISIONS OF ORGANIC FARMI N G  

l - GENERAL PRI NCI PLES O F  ORGANIC FARMI NG 

SECTION 5:  Organ ic farming sha l i  constltute a susta inab le management 
system based on  the fol iowin g  general princ ip les :  

- hea lth princ ip le ;  

_ eC'"'-fi-i onrl l i no55 nrin r'·1nlo·  V I l  I \,,,,  U I I I  I '-,.,  Î""' 1 1  ..,_,, f'""' ' ..., ,  

- 0/"i l 1 ihy p· r inf"iri 11r::> �na' ·  '-' '1 \.A l l.  1 Il _ ,_,, ,..., . ......, ,  _.,  1 , 

- precautionary princ ip le .  

SECTION 6:  ( 1 )  Hea lth  pri ncip le stipu lates that organ ic farmi ng shail be a 
svstem of oroduction under which susta inab!e improvement of soi !s, olants, 

J ' ' 

an ima l  and human hea lth a re one and  ind iv is ib le. 
(2) Eco-friend l iness pri ncip le stipu lates that organ ic  farming must 

be based on l iv i ng ecolog ica l  cycles and  systems, not to be a ltered but copied 
and mainta ir:ed .  

(3 )  Equity princip !e stipu !ates that organic farming must equitably 
take into consideration  shared enviro nment and l ife opportun it ies. 

(4) Precautionary pri ncip le sti pu lates that organ ic farming sha ! !  
be conducted i n  a carefu l and respons ib le manner to protect the health , 
envi ronment and wel l-being  of current and future generations .  
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H - PROMOTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF ORGANIC FARMING 

SECTION 7: The State may grant financia i ,  tax, customs, land and log istics 
incentives in order to: 

- foster private investment; 
bo!ster train ing in agrobiology and transformatiûn of certified organic 
- -,-, ...J ,  , r,-1- ~ -f.J! t,_.H,.J Ll VL,b; 

- foster interprofessionai cûoperation and boost attractiveness; 
- promote the dissemination of organic farming ; 
- enhance the grovv1:h of o rganic farming ; 
- invest in organic farmi ng research and innovation. 

SECTION 8 :  ( 1 )  Government or  technical and financial partners may provide 
the private sector with aid, g rants and subsidies to develop organic farming. 

(2) The promotion and development of organic farming shal l be 
funded with shares of revenues from:  

authorization fees; 

control and certific·ation royalties; 

crop declaration charges; 

trademark registration fees; 

proceed of fines; 
an-1v ûther tvoe of rovaltv derived from o roan ic farminq activities. J 1 ..,/ J � '>..# 

revenue referred to in  Section 8 above sha! !  be fixed by the budget. 

i i i  - PROVISIONS RELATiNG TO TH E PRODUCTiON AND P REPARATION 
OF ORGANIC PRODUCTS 

SECTION 1 0 : ( 1 )  Any operator that produces, gathers, picks, transports, 
stocks or  prepares animai , apiarian, fishery or non-timber forest organic 
products under organ ic farming conditions, shall keep such products away from 
non-organ ic products. 

(2) The organic farming operator m ust identify the organic 
products in every step of the preparation phase so as to avoid mixing them with 
non-organic products and/or contamination from unauthorized substances in 
organic farming .  

P R E S IDE-��C ÈDELA R · · • · _---
P R E S I D E N C Y 

S E C  

SERVICE Q I  : ,\ IRE 
L , . . SESVI CE  

... · • · .F EE C R M E  
F I E D T R U  P Y  

-=--------
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SECTION 1 1 :  ( 1 ) Stocking and hoid ing unauthorized inputs for this system of 
production i n  un its reserved for organ ic farming with respect to appl icable 
specificat ions shai l  be forb idden.  

(2) 'vVhen an operator practices organ ic and conventiona l  
systems of production ,  i nputs of organic farming must be separated from those 
of conventional  production .  Thus ,  each operator shai l  hold a ledger under 
forms and  conditions ia id down by regu lation to ensure the effectiveness of this 
separation .  

SECTION 1 2: The fol lowing products or their by-products sha l l  be forb idden in  
!'"lrri�nir f�rrning · 
V 1  � - •  . , ..._.  1 _.;, .  i i 4 4  .i ,. 

- genetica l ly modified organ isms (GMOs) or  their by-products ; 
- products, an ima l  feed or  their ingredients which have undergone 

ion izing rad iation ;  
- products derived from hydroponic production .  

SECTION 1 3: ( 1 ) Switch ing  the production of agricu ltu ra l ,  forest , a n ima l ,  
ap ia rian or fishery products from non- organ ic  to o rg an ic farming systems,  sha l l  
requ i re a trans it ion period ca l led "conversion period". 

(2) Such conversion period sha l l  start once the operator has 
deciared its activity to the competent authority and the body responsib le for 
contrai and certification .  

(3 )  Throughout such period ,  the operator sha l l  ab ide by  the 
provis ions of th is law, i ts subsequent implementlng instruments and 
�n.:,,--ifi,._�tirv'lc;: ::,nnl ir::,hlc tn thP htnA nf ::tdivit\/ r.rmrl 1 iderl '-' l"'""" ._ ...,,,,; i i • '!w ..... .... ....,,, . . ...... ....... r"" r-' ' i -•-·- · - -- ,_ . .  ._ "'J r-> -- ...... � ....... ..... ""_ ., _ _  j _ .,_- . , __ ,__,, -= -:... - -=-. ·  

(4) \Nhere a farm !and or a un it shal i  be half organic farming and 
ha !f convers ion ,  the operator sha l i  separate products of organic farming 
from those of convers ion ,  i nclud i ng an imais or sha l l  ease such sepa ration 
and ho ld  a ledger to attest thereto . 

(5) Cond it ions and periods of specific convers ions sha i i  be 
defined by regu lat ion.  

iV - P ROViSiONS RELAT!NG TO ORGANlC FARrv'l iNG STANDÂRD 
SPECIFICATIONS 

SECTiûN 1 4: ( 1 ) Any persôn wishing to prnduce,  gather, pick or  prepare 
agricu ltu ra l ,  an ima l ,  ap iarian ,  fishery o r  non-timber  forest produ cts under the 
o rgan ic farm ing system must com ply with the production ,  preparation ,  contrai 
and  tagg ing  cond it ions of these product la id  down i n  th is l aw. Such person must 
a l so app ly the activity-related standard specifications .  

------· · -•--·· 
P R E S I D E N C E  D E  L A  
P R E S I D E N C Y  
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(2) The exercise of production and preparation  activit ies under 
the organ ic  farmi ng system shal l  be subject to decla ration to the competent 
authority, under conditions la id down by regu iation .  

SECTION 1 5: ( 1 ) The competent authority, i n  col laboration with the 
stakeholders in the organ ic  sector concerned sha l l  issue activity-related 
Sfa nrl ,::, ,-,-1 .:-nof"Ît;,-.,,,.1.l;f'\nc ff'\! IA\AJÎ nl"I tho ,-., p i n i f'\ n  f'\f +hc i\btiri n � i ()r ..... '"' n ic f::::i rm i nr1 L I U CI I U Vt,J C,VI J I VO 1 v 1 1 .,;;,  I V J I V V Y l l l!:;j I f \., V l l l t V l f V I  t. r n .. , l 'C '-C L l ...., t Î '-4 1  V � Ci  I l  ' "-' ' ' ' ' ' t� 

Committee. 

farrning of an agricuitura i ,  anlma l ,  fishery or forest 
category and ind icate among others the: 

- production and/or preparation processes; 
- duration of convers ion period ; 
- authorized i nputs; 

• .1. • J. ' ·.a. proouct, must state i tS 

- a uthorized an ima!  feed supplements and manufacturing a id :  
- Autho rized products used to clean and d is infect p laces, structu res and 

transportation means used for the production and preparat ion of 
products concerned ; 

- requ i red environmental standards; 
- conservation ,  condition ing a nd stocking mode(s) ,  i nclud ing those for 

ma intain ing product qua l ity. 

(3) Any prescription  specific to a category of agricu ltu ra l ,  
an imai ,  fishery or  non-t imber forest products subject to  organ ic farming ,  must 
feature in the corresoondina standard soecification .  

i -- • 

(4) A specia l  instrument signed by the Prime M in ister sha l l  lay 
down the organization and  function ing of the Nationa l  Organ ic fa rm ing 
Committee referred to i n  ( i )  above. 

SE,...-,-1 ,....N 1 6 · .,h_ -o-...1 =  .. ·1ons .&o- d-aAinq -r,..,..J · ·et- ---�nd a�d sn��ïf:c__..-1-;on .-h,..._; r \., ! i V  • ! 1::: l,; I I U I L  ! l ! ! 1 l ! I  - fJ U U U  ;::, ;::i Lct !  1 }JC\.,, d C HI - 1 ,  li ICI  

content anâ d issemination ,  sha l i  be la id  down by regu lation .  

V - LABELUNG OF ORGANIC PRODUCTS 

SECTIOM 1 7 : ( 1 ) /\ny agricu !tura l ,  animal , aquacultu re or non-timber forestry 
product derived from the organ ic  product ion method must ,  when marketed as 
an  organ ic  product ,  bear a iabei in accordance with the regu lat ions in force. 

(2)  Such statements must be v is ib le ,  easi ly leg ib le  and inde l ib le .  
They sha l l  be affixed to the product or its packag ing ,  as the case m ay be,  
without p rej ud ice to any other  i nformation requ i red by the leg is lat ion i n  force on 
the labe l l i ng  and presentat ion of foodstuffs and ,  where app l icable, by any other 
specific p rovis ions appl icab le to the roduct concern_ed . 

ü���---:1" P R E S I D E N  
P R  

� , ISLATIF E T  REG I RE  
-s-f;..�:�TOR ( m�IRS CARO 1 �  . ,' !CE 
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SECTION 1 8 :  ( 1 )  The affixing o n  an  agricu ltura l ,  an ima l ,  beekeeping ,  
aquacuiture or non-tirnber  forest product of the words "organic product" and/or 
the related logo ,  sha l l  certify that the product has been obta i ned in  accordance 
with the provisions of th is l aw. 

(2 ) The iogo mode! shal ! be laid dov✓n by regu !ation .  
SECTION 1 9: The logo or the words "organic producf' , shal l  be a contro! !ed 
and protected designation , including a trademark or a dra'vving suggest ing that 
the said product or one of its ingredients îs an organic product. 

V! - CONTROL AND CERTIF ICATION OF ORGANIC PRODUCTS 

SECTION 20: Any operntor wish ing to produce,  prepare or  market the products 
referred to i n  Section 2 of th is  Law under the organ ic labe l  must :  

- decla re their  organ ic production to the competent authority; 
- submit thei r organ ic production to the control and certificat ion process 

provided for by this law and its imp lement ing  texts; 
- keep a record of product ion un its. 

SECTION 21 : ( 1 )  The task of contro l l i ng organ ic production activities sha l !  be 
carried out by the competent authority . 

(2) The task of certify ing products derived fmm organ ic  
product ion sha l i  be carried out  by the body responsib le for certificat ion and  a ny 
other body approved by the competent authority. 

(3) The certification  and contrai mechan isms and procedures 
..-c,f,-.rreri +,._ in / "i )  ,.,. ...,rl /')\ a·o,...."e c h ;::, i i  ho riofi norl h\/ rort l  datin n  l ,;, I Ç I I . \,,.1 l V  1 1  \ 1 ÇI I I U  \ L J  U V  v l l O I I  ••"•' U v l l l l '-'U .._, J  ' "-'::, '-' •  " '-' " •  

SECTiON 22: Compl iance assessrnent büdies, i nciuding certification bodies 
and  partic ipatory guarantee systems issu ing  organic certificates or any other 
document serving as such on national territory, sha l l  be approved by the 
competent authority by regu lat ion .  

SECTION 23: ( 1 ) l n  order to be approved as  a control and certificat ion body 
for organ ic  products, the app l icant must: 

- meet the requ i rements set by the admin istration i n  terms of technica l  
expertise and human and materia i  capacity necessary to carry out the 
contra i and certification operations  prnvided for l n  the standard 
specifications for organ ic production ;  

- prov ide every guara ntee of  impa rtia l ity, independence and objectivity 
with regard to the operators subject to its contrai a nd certification .  

(2) The cond it ions and procedure for the issuance, renewal ,  
suspension or  withdrawal o f  comp · e assg?_sment a ppr l s  as wel l  as  

E S I O E N C E  D E L . · 
E S I D E  i' u_._..-� ����--=;;;j 9 
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those for terminating the suspension measures, shall be !a îd down by 
regu!ation. 

SECTION 24: To be approved as a participatory guarantee system, the 
applicant must: 

- rneet the conditions for the operation of participatory guarantee systems 
defined by regulation; 
h�� r, h! p. i .,,_ nro\,·i -'e -.. f _,..,.L � ,,.,,_.!. !  _ _  ! .... ! .;P-: k ,=.  � ·- ...J ; -- � -- ""'""""'- --=J..� .,..,_ - -- - - �;.e! -. -J  �-- --,...-..ri!�,"'\--- uc c:u..; i \.,,  lu j-11 ViO S t. d U S U G éi !  U d lâ di !U I rl t l.n ! i ictl i ù t  i Vi � \..,,t;;t L. t i !Cu V � t; i  ci lu! � 

at the request of the competent authority. 

Vii - CON DiîiONS FOR THE TRANSPORT AN D MARKETING 
OF ORGANIC PRODUCTS 

SECTION 25: Products derived from organic production methods must be 
transported i n  sealed packaging or containers, regardless of their destin ation, 
in order to prevent substitution of their contents or m ixing with conventional 
products. They shall be labelled i n  accordance with the provisions of this law. 

SECTION 26:  (1 ) Only products meeting the followi ng conditions may be sold 
on the national market as organic products: 

- irnported products, certified organic in accordance with reguiations 
recognized as equivalent by the competent authority; 

- domestic products certified i n  accordance with the organic standard 
specifications by an approved certification body; 

_ ,-.1 ,... !'Y'! o d i l"'  r> rrv-1 , ! d<::'. 1'"1 1 • � r'.:l ntoori i n  '.:lf"l"f"'rrl ::::i n r.P \,vith thP. �t�nrl;:ird \..c .._,, i 1 J V V ,;., I ...,  t"' • ....,.......,. _ _  ._.._.. :;::J - -• - • " ,_,_ _, _  • • • ---- • -...•-�4 • - - " • - = · • ., . .  _ - - - · - · - - - - - -· 

organic specifications by an approved participatory guarantee system. 
'#") \  il- -. _ _ _  -1 :.1.:  _ _ _ .: _ _  i,-,....., -,,,-H''•i• W""' : ._. ; !l"'\ rol  +h "" ,-..,.�uj, ,,... 1 �i""\ ....... _ô rof'orro,-.Ï +o i r. 
\ L )  ! [ ! t:: GU! l U l l! U l i :::,  l U I I CI...V!:::j i i lL. 1 1 1 :::l  Ll !Ç çy _ · , v a i C l l \.,...., l v l v i l vU l .  I l i 

( 1 ) above shal i be laid down by regulation. 

SECTION 27 : The places reserved for the marketing of organic products and 
the means of transport for such products shall be cleaned and disinfected using 
products authorized i n  the standard specifications. 

CHA.PTER m 

SPECIFiC PRûViSiONS FOR ORGANiC FARMiNG 

1 - RULES APPLICABLE TO PLANT PRODUCTION 
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materials and products authorized for ûrganic farming , in connection with the 
subsoil and bedrock. 

(2) Hydroponic production is prohibited . 
(3) Al i crop and fodder production techniques used must prevent 

or minimize any contribut ion to environmental contamination. 
(4) Permission to use in-conversion materia! or a non-organic 

method of plant reproduction, shal l be obtained prior to sowing the crop, 
!n!"l ,  ,�inn fr"'!rirLQr r,,..r"ne: 
H f '-'! \..-f Y l ! i� l t.,.,, '-d "-d V !  \,,,,1 v ,.,.., V 1 

S ECTION 29: ( 1 ) For plants, plant products and fodder to be considered 
,.... ,.,.. ,.., .., : ""'  ... .. ,..,d, , ,.._+,... +h,-,. ..... ..  O'"' '  , ,._4- ;,.,..., .. , "'"'"" ...,,.. ,  , ,....f, "'"mph , \ Avi+h +ho �ncv-ifîl"afi ,-..n c::  VI � a l  1 1 1  • ., j-JI U ' U l..,l-:>, l i  l v  t,J I  U U l..,llVI I I U I C..;:> 1 1  i u ;;:, i.  \.,VI i 1 , y  V i i, 1 .. . .....  "'i--'s;.<.,1 1 1 v i. 1 vi i v .  

(2) ln the event of contamination of the land by products or 
substances not authorized for use in organ ic farming , the competent authority 
may decide to extend the conversion period. 

(3 ) ln the event of treatment with a product or substance not 
authorized for use in organic farming , the competent authority shall require a 
new conversion period. 

SECTION 30: ( 1 ) Contrai authorities or conformity assessment bodies may 
authorize operators to use in-conversion materia! or non-organic means of 
piant and fodder reproduction  in an organic production unit. 

(2) Authorization to use in-conversion material or non-organic 
means of plant reproduction may be granted only on an individual bas is, and 
for one season at a time. 

(3) The competent authority 
• . 1 respons1b,e for issuing 

SECT;ON 31 : For rnushromn production, substrates may be 
include only the components authorized by the specifications. 

used if thev ., 

SECTION 32: ( 1 ) Organic crop and fodder production shai l use ti l lage and 
cultivation pract ices that preserve or increase soil organic matter, improve soil 
stabi! ity and biodiversity, and prevent soil compaction and erosion. 

(2) Soi! fert i l ity and organ ic activity shall be preserved and 
increased by multi-annual crop rotation, including legumes and other green 
manure crops, and by the appiicati on of i ivestock manure or organic maüer, 
preferably composted, from organ ïc production. 

(3) The use of biodynamic preparations shall be permitted. 
(4) Fertilizers and soil improvers may be used only if they have 

been authorized for use in organic farming. 
(5) The use of mi rai fertilizers shall be prohibited. 
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(6) The prevention of damage caused by pests, diseases and 
weeds shall be based mainly on the protection of natural predators, the choice 
of species and variet ies , crop rotation, cu ltivatiûn techniques and thermal 
processes, and approved b ic-pesticides. 

(7) ln the event of a proven threat to a crop, p lant protecti on 
products may be used oniy if they have been authorized for use in organic 
farming. 

(8) For the production of products other than seed and 
vegetat1ve propagating materiaî only organicaily produced seed and 
propagating materlar shall be used. 

H · RULES APPLICABLE TO ANIMAL AN D AQUACU LTURE 
PR.ODUCTiON 

SECTION 33:  The rules applicable to animal and aquacuiture product ion shaii 
cover origin, breeding, husbandry practices, housing conditions, feeding, 
disease prevention and veterinary treatment. 

SECTION 34: ( 1 ) Organic l ivestock must be born and raised on organic farms. 

(2) However, for breeding purposes, non-organic animais may 
be introduced onto a farm under specific conditions. Such animais, as well as 
the products derived therefrom ,  may be considered organic once the 
conversion period has been compieted. 

/�\  ll n i rn ::i l c  vont f"ln th.o f,::, rrn �t th.o ct�r+ f"lf th.o l"'f"ln\lorcÎf"ln nArÎ f"lrl 
, . ...., j � U i l  & l • -- l "v  ô 1-.._, r" ... -.., it i ... i ........ i ........ i i i ....... .. .. .  ·-- ....,; ;. -....... 1  i,. 'V f i,.i  i. '- ._ ........ i 1 "ri ,._. , ....,; ,  ,....- .t ' l"" .._, . i "' ...... , 

1 1  . . _! t_ 1 • f t 1 ,- 1 • 1 J ' ' J  as wen as proauc1:s aenvea 1:nererrom,  may oe consiaerea organic once me 
convers ion period has been completed. 

SECTION 35: (1)  Organic aquacultu re shall be based on the reanng of 
r'innAr1

1 ·1ngs from f"'lra::inic hronct'str.f'k- ::ind' nri0.·1 nating frnm orrian "1r- farmc 1 • � .._, i  1 .,. I l  ...., ,  V � I  1 ...,- ,  .,_.,, '-" "'-' f '  ;,,.,i i  1 '"-1' 1 J �  1 t.l  i .  H V I  � � 
i i V 1 1 J J h . .l e  

(2 ) However, where fingerlings from organic broodstock or 
farms are not available, animais from non-organic production may be 
introduced into a farm under specif ic conditions. 

SECTION 36:  ( 1 ) Livestock farming practices, including stocking density and 
h ousing conditions, must m inim ize the negative effects of the operation on the 
envi ronment, inciudinq the escape of i ivestock. - . 

(2) The num ber of livestock shall be lim ited in order to m inim ize 
overgrazing, soil compact ion, e rosion or pollut ion caused by the animais or by 
the spreading of the i r  manure. 

S ECTION 37: (1) Organic l ivestock shall be kept separate from other livestock. 
P R E S I D E N C E  D E  LA --�����Ï.ê':�-::::� 
P R E S I D E N  � -" 
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(2) Any suffering, including mutiiation ) shali be rnin imized 
throughout the animai's l ife and at the time of slaughter. 

SECTION 38: ( 1 )  ln the field of beekeeping, apiaries must be located in areas 
offering sources of nectar and pol len consisting mainly of organically produced 
crops. 

(2) Howeveï, beehives mav be iocated not far from wi!d fiera . ' 
forests , or crops harvested in a non-organic manner to which only treatments 
with a low impact on the environment are applied , 

(3) Beehives must be located far enough from sources that cou ld 
contaminate beekeeping products or harm the health of bees. 

(4) Beehives and the materials used in beekeeping must be 
made primarily from natural materials. 

SECTION 39: ( 1) Animal and aquaculture reproduction must use natural 
methods. 

(2) l t  shall not use treatments based on hormones or s imi lar 
substances, except in the context of veterinary treatment appl ied to an 
individual animal , in accordance with the regulations in force. 

(3) However, artificial insemination sha!I be authorized. 

SECTION 40: For animal and aquaculture reproduction, su itab!e breeds must 
be selected. 

SECïiON 41 : Any operator engaged in l ivestock and/or aquaculture 
- -,-.,. ,.J ,  , ,.._;.;,,... ..,.  .,,.. , ,,...;. ,._ 1--+,..., ; ,... +,,..,.,,.,,,-1 .----- ,-, i .-- 1" f,-,.._l'Yl +ho f,:, n,v, \A ihoro i-ho -::, r, Î rn-::,!c -::, ro L,c,.r,t �1 V \A � \,,,\.iVt  i j i 1 Uetl V .Ul.Gt11 1 i GGU I t i ù t i  1 1 y  l i ......, ,  i i u ÎV ï <.A i  . a  1 ,nn ; ....., .  '-" \.i ï-..... �• J il i  i 11 '-A i ....,;  , .... ..- ,_ • � - r- •  

0� +rom ,...,.h0r " ra�n;_.._ .:,... .. m,... l l 1 1 Ul l  .__, V -a li.., l ct l  ;;:,.  

SECTiON 42: ( 1 )  F arm animais shall be fed organic feed that meets their 
nutritional needs at various stages of thei r  development. 

(2) Unweaned mammals shal !  be fed natural mi !k ,  preferably 
the i r  mother's milk. 

(3) However, part of the ration may contain feed from farms in 
conversion to organic production. 

SECTION 43: ( 1 ) Non-organic feed materia !s of plant origin, feed materials of 
animal and minerai orig in, feed additives , some products used in animai feed 
and processing aids may be used oniy if they have been authorized for use in  
organic farming. 

(2) The plant-based component of food must be produced 
organical ly, and food derived from aquatic and terrestrial animais must corne 
from sustainable f ishing and organic farming. 

P R E S I D E  N C E_D _____ ::oiio"i"""Tru:;;:;;;a'l 
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SECTION 44: Any i l !ness must be treated immediately to avoid causing the 
animal any suffering. 

SECTION 45: ( 1 ) Any farm that shal! start organ ic production must observe a 
conversion period. 

(2) Such period shaii siart at the earliest when the operator has 
declared its activity to the competent authorit ies and has subjected its 
operation to the contrai system. 

(3) Specific conversion periods sha! I  be defined for each type of 
crop, l ivestock or aquaculture production.  

S ECTION 46 : ( 1 )  i n  a farm or unit that is partiy organ ic and partly i n  conversion 
to organic production, the operato r  shai i  separate organic products from 
products in  conversion, separate the an imais o r  ensure that they can be easily 
separated, and keep records to prove such separation. 

(2) l n  o rder to determine the abovementioned conversion period,  
a period immediately precedi ng the start date of this period may be taken into 
consideration under certain cond it ions. 

i l !  - RUI ES APPUCABLE TO NON-TIMBER FOREST PRODUCTS 

SECTION 47: The harvest ing of non-timber products growing spontaneously 
in natural areas, forests and agricultural areas shall be considered an  organic 
production method , provided that: 

- such a reas have not been treated with products other ihan ihôse 
authorized for use in o rganic production for at !east 3 (three) years 
nri,nr tn h�r\lP�t inn· 
ï •  - �  ..,_ - � - - .. - .... -� � ·� ,  

- the harvesting does not affect the stabi lity of the natura l habitat or  the 
preservation of species in  the harvest ing area. 

IV - RULFS APPLICABLE TO FOODSTUFFS FROM ORGANIC FARMING 

SECTION 48: ( 1 ) The production of processed organic foodstuffs must be 
separated i n  t ime or space from non-organic foodstuffs to avo id any 
contaminatiûn . 

(2) The preparation of processed organic foodstuffs shal l  be 
carried out under the following conditions: 

- the foodstuff shail be manufactured main ly from ingredients of 
agricultural o rigin; 

- only additives, processing a ids, flavourings, water, sait, preparat ions 
of micro-organisms and enzY.mes, minerais, trace elements, vitamins, 

P R E S I D E NÎ:�E D E  LA R E  P U B  PR E S I D E N C Y  O F  T �- �U�B��- 14 
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ami no acids and other micronutrients intended for particu!ar nutritîonal 
uses may be used i n  foodstuffs, provided that they have been 
authorized for use in organ ic farmi ng; 

- non-organic agricultural ingredients may only be used if they have 
been authorized for use in organic farming; 

- an organic ingredient must not be present at the same time as the 
same non-organ:c ingredient or an ingredient from i n-conversion 
!"""!. �,....,-.1, '"+; � � .  
?JI UU U\ ... d .. ! U !  ! ,  

- foodstuffs produced from crops i n  conversion shail contain oniy one 
plant i ngredient of agricuiturai origin . 

(3) To be considered an "organic product", a processed plant, 
aquatic animal or bee product must consist of at ieast 95% oroducts or 
i ngredients obtained in accordance with the provisions of this law. 

CHAPTER IV 
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES 

1 - INVESTIGATION AND DETERMINATION OF OFFENCES 

SECTION 49: ( 1 ) VVîthout prejudice to the prerogatives granted to Criminal 
i nvestigation ûfficers with general j urisdiction ,  some public servants may be 
designated to investigate, record and prosecute offences against the 
provisions of this law and its implementing instruments. 

(2) The public servants referred to in ( 1 ) above sha! I  be Crimina! 
I nvestigation Officers witn speciai pov✓ers. They shai i  take an oath ai ine behest 
of thei r  M in istries in accordance with the provisions of ordinary ia\/\J . 
The fol lov,ing sha! I be the oath \I\Jording: "/, (full name), Crimina/ Investigation 
Officer, do solemn!y sweâr that J wm discharge my dulies as (specify) with 
/oya/ty and that I wi/1 comply, in al! circumstances, with the obligations and 
responsibi!ities that they impose on me". 

(3) The oath referred to in (2) above shall be taken with the right 
hand raised and bare. 

(4) Publ ic servants from the relevant Ministries services may 
enlist the support of law enforcernent services in order to carry out their  duties. 

(5) Public servants sha! !  record offences, apprehend 
"'"'""'e+,.,.,+,... .. c- anrl C O Î 70 tho 0.\/ Î rl A n f'A rl� \A_,e l l  as anvJ obJiects used in the tJC,I � LI O lV I  V I IU ,.:n . .., l "'-V i..1 ' '-'  "" v  ' '-" "" '  ' '-'""' t  -· - _.i -
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(2 ) The report thus d rawn up shal l  be countersigned by the 
perpetrator. \/Vhere the pemetratnr ref•u!SA� th, , ic::: �h:=i! !  hA rArnrrled ·,n t'n,..., r""""'"rt 1- ... _ • • � - ,  .. . . � -• . -. .  ,,_ ....,_,  • "--' � - - 1;...; . . .. :C' 1 C�VI . 

A copy thereof sha l l  be g iven to the perpetrator. 

SECTION 51 : ( 1 )  Sworn publ ic servants sha l l  forward their reports to the 
,...,...,n-.,....e+-e.-.+ ru ,fh .n. r,h , 
L,U l  I i f-J  L J I l  O U !.I I V I  n.y .  

(2) Any report of a n  offence shall b e  notified to the peroetrator 
by any means leavîng a paper trai l .  The perpetrator shaîî have 20 (tVl�enty) days 
with effect from the date of notificatio n  to contest it. Thereafter, n o  further 
c!a ims sha ! I  be entertained . 

(3) The cla i m  sha l l  be addressed to the competent authority, 
which sha l l  ru le  withi n  1 5  (fifteen )  days of receiving  the request. Thereafter, the 
request sha ! l  be deemed to have been g ranted and  the offence report sha! i  
become nu l l  and voici . 

(4) Where, u pon  exam ination of the dai m  by the competent 
authority, the request i s  wel l-founded, it sha l l  be granted and the report of the 
offence sha l l  be c!osed. Otherwise, the competent authority may take iegal 
act ion in accordance with the laws in force. 

S ECTION 52: The fo! !owing activities sha! !  be cons idered to be violat ions of 
the provis ions of th is law: 

- refusing to submit to qua l ity contrai of organ ic farming p roducts; 
- se l l ing products below the requ irements of current national  standards; 

• • , • • .  • • • , � • ,. • 1 � • r .!. • • 1 - carryH1g ûüt acti\nt1es in \/iOlat.ion or rne provisions o; th!S :a\:v; 

carry ing out certification activities wiUiout authorizat ion or prohibited 
certification as provided for in th is !aw; 

- val idat ing the requ irements of any authorized certification body that 
has not compl ied with the requ i rements of th is law; 

- us ing,  counterfeiting or fa lsification of the logo, the labe l  "organic 
product", the trademark, the design or the print of an  organ ic product; 

- possessing ,  d istributi ng ,  market ing or  us ing the abovementioned logo, 
with the label "organic product", trademark, design or pri nt of an 
o rgan ic product without authorization ;  

- d istributing ,  se l l ing or  us ing such items obta i ned un !awfu l ly ;  
- form ing a rtific ia l reproduct ion such as c lon ing ,  embryo transfer, 

a rtific ia l  polyplo id induction ,  artific ia l  hybr id izat ion and the production 
of s ing ie-sex stra ins ,  us ing ormones; 

P R E S I D E N� 
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- using growth factors and synthetic amino acids; 
- using substances and techniques that restore properties !ost during 

the processing and storing organic foodstuffs, correcting the effects of 
errors made in the processing of these products, or l ikely m isleading 
consumers as to the true nature of the product. 

l i  - ADMiNiSTRATiVE PENAL TiES 

c C"r--ru•·,� ·  ....... '- •Pne -· .,..,. ,. L i ·  .,.h ,.. . . .i: . h . ' v c: ;_..  1 ï v 1"lî o..>. ïil l i - t;vent  01 non-comp1 1ance ww, 1.ne provisions o ;  tï  . 1s iaw, 
the competent authority may, after hearing the perpetrator, impose one of the 
r 1 t • 

- • To1 1owmg penaitïes: 

- warn 1ng; 
- suspension of certifi cate; 
- withdrawal of certif icate; 
- prohibiting marketing the farm's products under the iabel "organic 

products" until the causes for the prohibit ion have been remedied . 

SECTION 54: V\/ithout prejudice to the o perators' right to compensat ion, the 
competent authority may, after consulting the National Organic Farming 
Comrnittee, impose one of the fol lowing penalties on the certification body: 

- suspension of accred itation in the event of non-compliance with the 
provisions of this  law; 
· · .:.1.hrl--w·� 1 ·1 - .1.h- -· ·en-'- o.i: � +, • ...1-h� .. "ff'"' .... ,." .... - VV! L  -l! d • •  d !  . ! ! li.C: �V .... L l  ! et i U l ll lCI  v 1 ç1 11..,c;_  

SECTION 55: ( 1 ) ln carrying o ut the abovementioned activities , whoever: 
__ ,t:. ·-e- J.- - ·  , 1,.. - ;-1- -1-� ~· 1 � 1 :+, . f"''"'""+ .. 01 of o .. g� n i l"  f:;). rt'V\Î ng prorluctc · 

- ( tj l U ::> ::S lU ::> U U I I I I L LU y L a 1 ty vu1 1 u  1 1 a 1 1 1 1.., 1 a 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 , u ,..,, 

- sel ls  products below the requirements of current national standards; 

- carry out activities in vio lation of the provisions of this law, 
sha l l  be punished with 1 (one) to 3 (three) months imprisonment or a 
fine of from CFAF 50 000 (fifty thousand) to CFAF 2 000 000 (two 
mi l l i on), or both such imprisonrnent and fi ne. 

(2) ln the event of a further offence, the penalties provided for in 
(1) above shal l  be doubled . 
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S .... ,... .... ,O�1 56 ' /\  'h r 1 ·t· · d · . C\J I i i" : vv oever ra s 1  1es pro .ucts or issues or causes to be issued non-
compliant certificates shal l be punished with 1 (one) to 6 (six) months 
imprisonment or a fine of from CFAF 1 00 000 (one hundred thousand) to CFAF 
1 0  000 000 (ten m ill ion), or both such imprisonment and fine .  

SFCTION 57: Any accredited certification  body fa i l ing to comply with the 
requirements of this iaw shai l be pun ished with 2 (two) months to 2 (two) years 
imprisonment or  a fine of from CFAF 1 000 000 (one mil l ion)  to CFAF 5 000 
ûC10 {fj\/.::,. rni! ! lon \ or hu-.. lh s· · ; 1r>h1 1:moïisr,nmont an·d· finP. - \ '  v -...,,,  J iJ J / l  f f,.,,' i l  1,,,-f V I  

1 - 1  V l l ! l V l 1 \.  t l  ! ! ! ..._.. _  

SECTïON 58: ( 1 ) vVhoever uses, counterfeits or  falsifies the logo, the label 
"orgâm·c product", the trademark, the design or the print of an organic product 
shal l be pun ished with 6 (s ix) months to 5 (five) years imprisonment o r  a fine 
of  from CFAF 200 000 (tv✓o hundred thousand) to CFAF 1 0  000 000 (ten 
mi ll ion), or both such imprisonment and fi ne. 

(2) Whoever imports , possesses , distributes, markets or uses 
the abovementioned logo, the label "organic product", trademark, design or 
print on an organic product without authorization , shal l  be pun ished with the 
same penalties as those provided for in ( 1 )  above. 

(3)  Vvhoever, distributes, selis or uses such items obtaïned 
un lawful!y shal l be pun ished with the same penalties as those provided for in 
( 1 ) above. 

CHAPTER V 

SECTION 59: ( 1 )  Breaches of this law and the implement ing regulations 
4-h ,-, .-,-_o+ m .... ,, h..-.. ,... ,  i 'n i.-...--4- 4- ...-- ,-..-.m---r,....mi"o h,-,,t,.,r"\on +he r-r,.m ;,;o.t.on+ � ·  •+hl"'rit\' ,-., nrl :..: :-::;� o ! ! ! . a y  uc:; ::;,\,. .. ._;c\..:t !.V \..;L.i . ! � p . V ! f � ! �,._- �JÇ_']'JG\_d ! t.. ! . VV ! ! ! }J �- � ! H. -V.. �! !.. ! U � ! =}' O ! ! U  

the perpetrator, vv1here the latter so requests. 

(2) Such com promise shal l take place prior to any legal 
proceedings.  

(3) The amount of the compromise may not be less than the 
min imum fine incurred. 

' 11 ) T' ._ � -1- ·  �n�.-1  '"'O.-v. "' ""O.....,..;,..,._ sh'"' I I  1,,.. ,...,.  .. e,,..o'",..J'""d ,..,+ +h.-. l"+ ne auoveme, 1 l lu Ï C U  L, 1 1  l f-J l  1 1  I J�C I CI  Uv I v I u c;;  Ci l  li 1 c;;  

expense of the perpetratûr. 

(5)  Once the com prom ise has been approved by the competent 
authority and paid i n  ful l by the perpetrator, the public prosecution shal l be 
termi nated. P R E s 1 D E Nc1� o E  LA R · -··---­
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SECTION 60:  The various parties engaged in organic farming shall have 1 8  
(eighteen) months to comply with the provisions of this law. 

SECTION 6 1 : Separate instruments shall lay down, where applicable, the 
procedures for implementing this law. 

S ECTION 62 :  This law shall be registered, published according to the 
procedure of urgency and inserted in the Official Gazette in English and 
French. 
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